
Parts of an Edited Historical Document

This handout will help you make sense of edits that have been made to the

documents on the HistoricalThinkingMatters.org website.

BRACKETS

Brackets [ ] either

indicate that we have

substituted a new word

for a word in the

original document or

that we have inserted

new words.  We use

brackets to make the

document read more

smoothly.

This document is from the Rosa Parks inquiry.
HistoricalThinkingMatters.org

HEAD NOTE   

The head note

provides important

contextual information

about the document. It

may tell you more

about the author or the

situation of its origin

and can help you

understand the

document.

SOURCE

The source gives specific

information about the

creation of the document.

It can include the author,

date, type of document,

and where and how it was

published. Paying

attention to the source

of a document helps you

begin to imagine why the

document was written

and what it might

say—even before you’ve

read the actual document.

Source is sometimes also

called attribution.

ELLIPSES [ee·llip·seez]

Ellipses are three

periods [. . .] that show

where we have taken

words out of the

original document.  We

use ellipses instead of

the original words when

we want to shorten the

document. Sometimes

you will see ellipses

with four periods at the

beginning or end of a

paragraph [. . . .].


